Infections in transvenous cardiac pacemakers: two more cases.
Two patients with metastatic pacemaker infections, one caused by Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 5 months after implantation, and the second by Streptococcus pneumoniae, 8 years after implantation, were treated successfully by removal of the pacemaker systems. Infection reoccurred in the patient with Pseudomonas aeruginosa, who initially underwent partial pacing system removal allowing the atrial lead to remain. Repeat partial atrial lead removal and contralateral pacemaker implantation was followed by clinical infection, which was resolved when both the implanted atrial lead fragment and the recently implanted pacemaker were both removed. Removal of all hardware is required for cure of pacemaker infection.